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Presentation Notes
A horizon-scanning exercise, describing an ambitious vision for a scaleable, dynamic film archive collections information architecture which would enable the community to:- search across all peer collections, to interrogate holdings based on shared data models and API architecture, linked open data frameworks and shared unique identifiers - surface a dynamically aggregated collections search and display offer to public users, based on the architecture outlined above- automate comparison of holdings for specific films, directors, actors, production companies and genres across multiple archives, using Linked Open Data principles and unique identifiers There are three major developments in the film archive domain, which make possible a radical transformation of collections information sharing and access:1. Shared film metadata model: EN 15907, with the conceptual framework it embodies, makes it possible to understand our databases in like for like terms, for the first time2. Collections Management Systems with open APIs: the growth of systems featuring API technologies enables new models of information exchange and querying3. Unique identifiers for moving image works: the exponential growth of ISAN / EIDR registrations, and their interoperability, enables film collection systems to share information about the same film with confidence, and without labour Together, these make possible a scaleable aggregation of holdings metadata across all film archives, with no requirement for a central data store, or manual aggregation. Instead we can imagine applications which call APIs dynamically, to retrieve holdings using the unique ID as the key and the shared data model as the map.



Some warnings about this presentation… 

• This is a vision, not the vision 
• Archives may prefer to not expose 

their collections 
Personal 



Some warnings about this presentation… 

• This is a vision, not the vision 
• Archives may prefer to not expose 

their collections 
Personal 

• This is not an explicit BFI ambition 
• This is not a project plan Speculative 



Some warnings about this presentation… 

• This is a vision, not the vision 
• Archives may prefer to not expose 

their collections 
Personal 

• This is not an explicit BFI ambition 
• This is not a project plan Speculative 

• This posits an ideal future, without 
reference to budgets or politics Theoretical 



Some warnings about this presentation… 

• This is a vision, not the vision 
• Archives may prefer to not expose 

their collections 
Personal 

• This is not an explicit BFI ambition 
• This is not a project plan Speculative 

• This is not the vision of a            
Curator 
 

Biased 

• This posits an ideal future, without 
reference to budgets or politics Theoretical 



Some warnings about this presentation… 

• This is a vision, not the vision 
• Archives may prefer to not expose 

their collections 
Personal 

• This is not an explicit BFI ambition 
• This is not a project plan Speculative 

• This is not the vision of a            
Curator, Conservationist 
 

Biased 

• This posits an ideal future, without 
reference to budgets or politics Theoretical 



Some warnings about this presentation… 

• This is a vision, not the vision 
• Archives may prefer to not expose 

their collections 
Personal 

• This is not an explicit BFI ambition 
• This is not a project plan Speculative 

• This is not the vision of a            
Curator, Conservationist, Collections 
Manager 

Biased 

• This posits an ideal future, without 
reference to budgets or politics Theoretical 



Some warnings about this presentation… 

• This is a vision, not the vision 
• Archives may prefer to not expose 

their collections 
Personal 

• This is not an explicit BFI ambition 
• This is not a project plan Speculative 

• This is not the vision of a            
Curator, Conservationist, Collections 
Manager or Lawyer 

Biased 

• This posits an ideal future, without 
reference to budgets or politics Theoretical 



Some warnings about this presentation… 

• This is a vision, not the vision 
• Archives may prefer to not expose 

their collections 
Personal 

• This is not an explicit BFI ambition 
• This is not a project plan Speculative 

• This is the vision of a Head of Data Biased 

• This posits an ideal future, without 
reference to budgets or politics Theoretical 



A vision for the future of film archive search 
How is this different from EFG? 

• EFG offers a centralised portal, with collection owners adding records to the 
central store: this is a model for aggregating in a decentralised form, local systems 
joining up, not local systems joiining to centralised store 

• EFG offers a selection of digital collections: this is all collections, not a selection. As 
a result it is a warts-and-all, no human intervention model… 
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